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Brief overview of Literature
used in Opera

•• Florence Italy 16Florence Italy 16thth CenturyCentury

•• Recreate ideals of classic tragedyRecreate ideals of classic tragedy

•• ChristolleChristolle’’ss description of Dramadescription of Drama
““words sweetened by musicwords sweetened by music””
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Beginning of Opera as we know it

•• MonteverdiMonteverdi

•• Florentine Florentine CamerataCamerata

•• Themes from Greek and Roman TragediesThemes from Greek and Roman Tragedies

•• Religious themes based on events in the bibleReligious themes based on events in the bible

•• Joining of music and drama to form operaJoining of music and drama to form opera

Early Opera Composers

•• MonteverdiMonteverdi

•• CavalieriCavalieri

•• CavalliCavalli

•• LegrenziLegrenzi
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Cities producing Operas
16th Century

•• MantuaMantua

•• RomeRome

•• FlorenceFlorence

Writers used by Opera Composers

Aeschylus 4     Dumas 9    Poe 5Aeschylus 4     Dumas 9    Poe 5
Hans Christian Anderson  9   Hans Christian Anderson  9   PushkinPushkin 2020
BeaumarchaisBeaumarchais 4   Euripides  104   Euripides  10
Lord Byron  11   Goethe  12  Schiller  14Lord Byron  11   Goethe  12  Schiller  14
Racine  7  Cervantes  7  Racine  7  Cervantes  7  GogolGogol 9  Sardou  79  Sardou  7
CorneilleCorneille 8   8   GozziGozzi 4   Dante  11  Hugo  144   Dante  11  Hugo  14
Scott  10   Dickens 4   Scott  10   Dickens 4   MoumierMoumier 10  10  MoliereMoliere 1010
Shakespeare  22   Dostoyevsky  5  Sophocles  5Shakespeare  22   Dostoyevsky  5  Sophocles  5
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Writers used by Opera Composers
continued

Tolstoy  6   Henry James  Voltaire  15

Hawthorne   Wilde  6   A. Sullivan

The Bible

Oral tradition stories

TacitusTacitus and Senecaand Seneca

••Coronation of Coronation of PoppeaPoppea

MonteverdiMonteverdi
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TacitusTacitus and Senecaand Seneca

•• MonteverdiMonteverdi

•• OrfeoOrfeo

•• Story of Story of OrfeoOrfeo

•• Playlist selection 1Playlist selection 1

VirgilVirgil’’s s AeneidAeneid

•• Henry Purcell 1689Henry Purcell 1689

•• Dido and AeneasDido and Aeneas

•• Story of Dido and AeneasStory of Dido and Aeneas

•• Playlist 2Playlist 2
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Lord ByronLord Byron

•• VerdiVerdi

•• I Due I Due FoscariFoscari

•• The story of the two The story of the two FoscariFoscari

•• Playlist 3   Jose Playlist 3   Jose CuraCura TenorTenor

ShakespeareShakespeare

•• VerdiVerdi

•• OtelloOtello

•• The story of The story of OtelloOtello

•• Playlist 4  Renee Fleming and LarissaPlaylist 4  Renee Fleming and Larissa
DiadkowaDiadkowa



7

GoetheGoethe

•• GounodGounod

•• FaustFaust

•• The story of FaustThe story of Faust

•• Playlist 5  Playlist 5  PlacidoPlacido Domingo and Samuel Domingo and Samuel 
RameyRamey

ShakespeareShakespeare

•• VerdiVerdi

•• FalstaffFalstaff

•• Story of FalstaffStory of Falstaff

•• Playlist  6   FuguePlaylist  6   Fugue
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VictorienVictorien SardouSardou

•• PucciniPuccini

•• ToscaTosca

•• The story of ToscaThe story of Tosca

•• Playlist 7 E Playlist 7 E lucevanlucevan le le stellestelle

JussiJussi ByoerlingByoerling Tenor singing Tenor singing CavaradossiCavaradossi

GoetheGoethe

•• MassenetMassenet

•• WertherWerther

•• The story of The story of WertherWerther

•• Playlist 8 Playlist 8 LucianoLuciano PavarottiPavarotti
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PushkinPushkin

•• GlinkaGlinka

•• RuslanRuslan and and LudmillaLudmilla

•• The story of The story of RuslanRuslan and and LyudmillaLyudmilla

•• Playlist 9Playlist 9

Bible Book of JudgesBible Book of Judges

•• SaintSaint--SaensSaens

•• Samson and Samson and DalilaDalila

•• The story of Samson and The story of Samson and DalilaDalila

•• Playlist 10 Mon Playlist 10 Mon couercouer ss’’ouvreouvre voixvoix
Maria CallasMaria Callas
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FolkloreFolklore

•• WagnerWagner

•• Tristan and Tristan and IsoldeIsolde

•• The story of Tristan and The story of Tristan and IsoldeIsolde
French TaleFrench Tale

•• Playlist 11 Domingo and Playlist 11 Domingo and VoightVoight Love Love DuettDuett

VoltaireVoltaire

•• BernsteinBernstein

•• CandideCandide

•• The story of The story of CandideCandide

•• Playlist 12 OverturePlaylist 12 Overture
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HawthorneHawthorne

•• Eyerly,ScottEyerly,Scott

•• House of Seven GablesHouse of Seven Gables

•• The Story of The House of Seven GablesThe Story of The House of Seven Gables

•• Playlist 13  Phoebe Good DayPlaylist 13  Phoebe Good Day

Hans Christian AndersonHans Christian Anderson

•• DvorakDvorak
•• RusalkaRusalka
•• Story of Story of RusalkaRusalka
also from also from PushkinPushkin, Frederick de La , Frederick de La 
MotteMotte FouquetFouquet’’ss OndineOndine

•• Playlist Playlist 1414 Renee FlemingRenee Fleming
O silver moonO silver moon


